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Congress introduces 
new sportsmen’s bill
 United States Sen. Jon Tester from 
Montana in September proposed an 
amendment to the National Farm Bill 
that would increase access to public 
lands, fund new shooting ranges and 
reauthorize a federal grant program that 
protects wildlife habitat, among other 
sportsmen-related measures. The bill, 
called the Sportsmen’s Act of 2012, in-
cludes 20 provisions supported by a wide 
range of outdoor and sportsmen groups, 
including the National Rifle Association, 
Safari Club International, Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and The 
Nature Conservancy.
 There is a House version (HR 4089) 
of a sportsmen’s bill also, but some crit-
ics are saying that this bill could change 
wilderness areas based on some vague 
wording in the bill. Tester’s bill has two 
of the same provisions as the House bill: 
allowing polar bear trophies to be im-
ported from a sport hunt in Canada and 
shifting regulation decisions over ammo 
and fishing tackle from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency to state agencies 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Tester’s bill would:
• Require at least 1.5 percent of an-
nual Land and Water Conservation Fund  
(offshore drilling monies) resources be 
spent on projects like easements and 
road maintenance to open up access to 
public lands. 
• Amend the Pittman-Robertson Act by 
adjusting the funding limitations and 
allowing states more flexibility to create 
and maintain shooting ranges; 
• Allow firearms in Army Corps of En-
gineers Water Resource Development 
projects or facilities; 
• Allow bows to be transported across 
national park lands; 
• Reauthorize the Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife program, which works with 
landowners for habitat restoration; 
• Allow states to issue electronic duck 
stamps;
• Reauthorize the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Act, an initiative de-
signed to provide grants to protect habitat 
critically important for migratory birds, 
such as ducks and other wildlife.
 Congressional staff has asked OHA 
for input on the new bill. The OHA Leg-
islative Committee is currently reviewing 
the bill.

Commissioner resigns
 
 Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion Chair Bobby Levy at the August 
Commission meeting announced the res-
ignation of Krystyna Wolniakowski, who 
submitted her letter of resignation to the 
Governor on Sept. 5. Governor Kitzhaber 
appointed Wolniakowski, Director of 
the Western Partnership Office of the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
to the Commission in June.

A bill introduced in Congress would  
reauthorize the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act, an 
initiative designed to protect habitat.
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Register 
and Vote!
Oregon voter registration 
deadline is Oct. 16, 2012
Go to oregonvotes.org
Recent elections in Oregon 
have been decided by a 
handful of votes. Your vote 
counts, but only if it’s cast!
If yOu dOn’t VOte,
dOn’t COmplaIn!

P

OHa dues go up Jan. 1
 OHA’s State Board of Directors on 
May 19 voted unanimously to increase 
regular annual dues to $35, OHA’s first 
dues increase in 20 years. The new mem-
bership dues, including increases in life 
member dues, become effective at the 
end of the year, so now is a great time to 
lock into a multi-year membership or a 
life membership. OHA currently offers an 
interest-free pledge program that allows 
you to spread your life member dues over 
several annual payments of $75. If you 
have just renewed, we will even apply 
your recent dues payment to your life 
membership at the current rate. 
 OHA received support from our mem-
bers and chapters for the dues increase. 
Rather than pout about the price of a ham-
burger, they embrace the idea that OHA 
can accomplish even more with greater 
resources. With all the threats we face to 
our hunting heritage – from habitat loss 
to increasing predation and decreasing 
youth participation – it’s certainly no 
time to be penny-wise and pound-foolish. 
OHA believes it’s time to invest in what 
we believe in, and we’re pleased our 
members feel the same way.



OUTDOOR
OUTLOOK

SEPTEMBER 28
Deadline to buy tags for

rifle deer, bear and cougar

SEPTEMBER 29
Deer rifle season opens statewide;
OHA Capitol Chapter Abiqua Basin 

access project begins, 
(503) 585-1318

OCTOBER 6
Seasons open for pheasant,

E. Oregon quail, chukar,
Hungarian partridge and

controlled fall turkey

OCTOBER 6-7
OHA Klamath Chapter youth 
chukar hunt, (541) 591-2452

OCTOBER 10
Eastside buck season closes

OCTOBER 12
Cascade buck rifle season

temporarily closes

OCTOBER 13
Cascade elk season opens

OCTOBER 15
General fall turkey season opens

OCTOBER 17
OHA State Board conference call, 

(541) 772-7313.

OCTOBER 19
Cascade elk season closes

OCTOBER 20
Cascade buck rifle season reopens

OCTOBER 24
Rocky Mountain elk
1st season opens

OCTOBER 28
Rocky Mountain elk 

1st season ends

NOVEMBER 2
Western deer rifle season closes

NOVEMBER 3
2nd Rocky Mountain elk

season opens;
Youth general rifle season

western deer hunt weekend opens

Buy your 
tags and 
enter OHA’s 
Bear and 
Cougar Contest

Complete contest rules at:
www.ohabearandcougar.webs.com
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MIGRATING?
let OHa know before you go!

Your OHA calendar is bulk mailed and won’t be forwarded 
even if you have a forward in at the post office, so be 
sure to send us your change of address notice. Address 
corrections cost OHA hundreds of dollars a year. So 
please send us your address, and don’t miss a thing!

Pups confirmed for
Walla Walla wolf pack

ODFW confirmed pups for the Walla 
Walla Pack on Sept. 7, when ODFW 
monitoring cameras documented two 
black pups traveling with the pack in 
the upper Walla Walla River drainage. 
Though reproduction was expected for 
this pack, it had not been confirmed until 
now. The two radio-collared yearlings 
(OR10 and OR11) were also documented 
to still be with the pack. This brings the 
minimum known size of the Walla Walla 
pack to 10 wolves (8 adults, 2 pups). It 
also brings the known number of repro-
ducing wolf packs in Oregon to six.

a&H malheur region 
hunter rep sought

ODFW is seeking a hunter repre-
sentative for the Access and Habitat 
Program’s Malheur Regional Advisory 
Council. Individuals living in the region 
with an interest and experience in hunt-
ing, wildlife conservation, forestry, and/
or farming are encouraged to apply. The 
region is Malheur and Harney counties, 
southeast Lake County and southern 
Grant County. Applications must be 
submitted by email or mailed to ODFW’s 
Ontario office by Nov. 1. For more in-
formation or for application materials 
contact Tom Segal at (541) 889-6975.

Visit OHA’s website www.oregonhunters.org
for Hunting Headlines from around the state, like these:
Landowners paid to welcome hunters • Hunter info booths 
planned for central Oregon • Buck killed inside Baker 
City limits prompts call for public’s help to find culprit • 
Weyerhaeuser closes public timberlands access due to fire 
danger • Central Oregon has feral pigs in droves • Hunting 
guide 2012: Oregon calendar and regional outlooks 
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